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SUB J : US-GON CIV AIR TALKS-PRESS COMMENTARY 

1. CIV AIR NEGOTIATIONS RECEIVED FRONT PAGE TREATMENT IN MOST 
DUTCH DAILIES YESTERDAY EVENING AND THIS MORNING. TENOR 

OF STORIES WHICH ARE HIGHLY CRITICAL OF US STANCE IS BEST 
REPRESENTED BY STATEMENT IN INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE ALGEMEEN 
DAGBLAD THAT AMERICANS ARE BEHAVING AS THOUGH AN AIRLINE AGREEMENT 
DID NOT EVEN EXIST. 

2. NATION'S LARGEST DAILY, INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE DE TELEGRAAF, 
REPORTED THAT THE "FIERCENESS WITH WHICH THE 

AMERICANS WANT TO LAY DOWN THE LAW TO HOLLAND ABOUT ITS MOST 
IMPORTANT INTERCONTINENTAL AIR CONNECTION CAUSED INDIGNATION 
IN DUTCH GOVERNMENT CIRCLES. PAPER SAID THAT CONSULTATIONS 
ARE TAKING PLACE WITH MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATION WESTERTERP 
ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF BREAKING OFF TALKS IMMEDIATELY SO THEY 
CAN BE RESUMED LATER ON AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL AND WITH MORE 
POLITICAL PRESSURE. IT QUOTED A STATEMENT BY FOREIGN 
MINISTER VAN DER STOEL IN WHICH HE DESCRIBED US ATTITUDE 
IN REGARD TO KLM AS "HARD AND NOT VERY CONSTRUCTIVE". DE 
TELEGRAAF ALSO PICKED UP DUTCH DELEGATION'S LINE THAT US 
POSITION CANNOT FORM A BASIS FOR CONSULTATIONS. DUTCH DEL 
LEADER ZWANENBERG; HOWEVER, ALSO SAID TO HAVE REMARKED THAT 
"IF AMERICANS WANT TO CONTINUE THE TALKS WE SHALL ACCEPT THEIR 
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3. CATHOLIC LABOR AND LEFTIST-ORIENTED "DE VOLKSKRANT" SAID 
THAT MINISTER VAN DER STOEL IS "DEEPLY DISAPPOINTED" AND 
CONCERNED BY THE TOUGH ATTITUDE OF THE US DEL AND COMMENTED 
THAT IT IS EXTREMELY UNUSUAL FOR A MINISTER TO EXPRESS HIMSELF 

SO SHARPLY IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF NEGOTIATIONS. 
DE VOLKSKRANT CLAIMED THAT IF US OBTAINED ITS OBJECTIVE, 
SOMEWHAT LESS THAT 50 PERCENT OF PRESENT KLM, NORTH ATLANTIC 
PASSENGERS WOULD BE RETAINED BY THE AIRLINE AND REPORTED THAT 
DUTCH DEL REGARDED THIS LIMITATION AS SO DRASTIC THAT THE WORLD- 
FAMOUS ROLE OF SCHIPHOL AIRPORT AS "GATEWAY TO EUROPE" CAN BE 
COMPLETELY FORGOTTEN ABOUT. 

4. INDEPENDENT CONSERVATIVE ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD SAID THAT IT WAS 
TO BE EXPECTED THAT THE TALKS WOULD BE TOUGH BUT TOOK A VERY 
DIFFERENT VIEW THAN OTHER LEADING DAILIES. IT SUGGESTED THAT 

IT MIGHT BE MORE EFFICIENT AND FINANCIALLY SOUNDER IF A 
GROUP OF EUROPEAN AIRLINES GOT TOGETHER AND COMBINED THEIR 
NORTH ATLANTIC FLIGHTS. ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD SUGGESTED THIS 
WAY THE AIRLINES WOULD NOT LOSE THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND WOULD 
THEN STRENGTHEN THEIR POSITION VERSUS THE US. 

GOULD 
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